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UPCOMING EVENTS
NEXT MEETING:
Date:
January 13, 2011 (Second Thursday again as usual!!)
Time:
7:00pm
Location:
UF Agricultural Extension Center
615 Paul Russell Road, Tallahassee
Moderator:
Pam Stevens
Other Activities:
Answer to the Quiz Corner

It was the most spectacularly perfect
party: the most elegant, beautifully
decorated setting; convivial guests; a
huge variety of the most delicious foods;
and the most gracious of hosts. The
2010 Tallahassee Orchid Society holiday
fête was held at the lovely home of Marc
and Carol Fisher in Killearn Estates.

The
decorations
were
stunning,
including a richly decorated Christmas
tree that was at least twelve feet tall.
Marc and Carol have clearly been
collecting their Christmas decorations
for many years, as many were obviously
unique and handmade, and some
appeared to be treasured keepsakes
handed down through the family.
Everywhere you looked you noticed
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another eye-catching arrangement of
decorations, often enhanced with
greenery and beautiful ribbons.

Carol clearly has a special talent for
putting just the right things together to
create a magical ambiance, and we were
fortunate to have the opportunity to
share the beauty that she created. (We
strongly suspect that Marc had a hand in
the production as well; he is one of the
most helpful, congenial gentlemen
we’ve met in a very long time.)

The food was equally exceptional, and
everyone agreed that the heavy hors
d’oeuvres were a terrific idea. The
platters that Pam Stevens ordered for the
party were wonderful, including huge,
ripe strawberries and other fruit,
crudités, tasty finger sandwiches, etc.
The food not only looked beautiful, it
tasted just as good as it looked.

Marc himself put together skewers of
tasty tidbits, that included grape
tomatoes, salami, and artichoke hearts,
among other treats. One of the tastiest
and most interesting offerings was a tray
of dates wrapped in prosciutto and
lightly baked that Carol and Marc
prepared. They were amazing! Marc
and Carol had also prepared a delicious
fruit punch, and everyone enjoyed their
beverage of choice. The hit of the
evening seemed to be the indecent
orchid drink prepared by President
Charlie Plachy; it’s purple (of course!),
very sweet, and yummy. An assortment
of desserts was highlighted by a moist
and delicious banana bread baked by
Ann Prescott.

Everyone enjoyed the Christmas music
which made a real contribution to the
holiday atmosphere, especially the CD
of Susan Boyle, who truly has the voice
of an angel. Having feasted, imbibed,
socialized, and thoroughly enjoyed
ourselves, we reached the high point of

the evening. The special door prize was
a $25 gift certificate donated by Carter
and Holmes. Each guest received one
ticket, and there was much anticipation
to see who would win. Appropriately,
the lucky winner was our lovely hostess,
Carol Fisher. No one could possibly top
that for the perfect ending to a perfect
party!

FROM THE OVAL
GREENHOUSE…
For my final contribution to this space, I
want to express my sincere appreciation
to Marc and Carol Fisher for a
spectacular holiday party. They went
above and beyond in making it a total
success. We all had a great time; thank
you both so very much!
I can’t let this last opportunity pass
without once again thanking my mother
for her tireless work this past year.
Because my day job is so demanding,
she has done all of the heavy lifting and
truly been "the power behind the
throne." No detail has escaped her
notice, and she is the one who has made
sure that everything was in place for
each and every meeting. Thanks, Mom!
Last, I want to thank all of the members
who have contributed to making this past
year a success. I look forward to

working with you on a more relaxed
level. Most of all, I send you wishes for
no scale or mealy bugs, and bumper
crops of glorious blooms!
Charlie

Potinara Tony Marcus Bailey, named for our
good friend from Sumner, Georgia, as a
Christmas gift from his daughter Amanda.
Wow, what a gift! It is available for purchase at
Fender’s Flora.

THE TIP OF THE LIP
This is the time of deep winter, when
there won’t be much happening with
your orchids. What that means is that
this is the perfect time to catch up on
your reading and study your catalogues.
No orchid collection should be static; no
matter how full your greenhouse or
window sills are, you should always be
open to the acquisition of one more
exceptional orchid. Surf the web, study
the online catalogues of the top growers,
and be sure to peruse the offerings on
eBay. Even if you don’t buy a single
orchid, you can learn a tremendous
amount by just studying the cultural
notes offered by the top growers.
Additionally, take the time while you
have it to catch up on your orchid
reading. Here again, it can be a real
book or the staggering amount of
information available in cyberspace.

One caveat: be sure to evaluate any
growing tips in terms of your own
specific growing conditions. One size
does not fit all when you grow orchids!

WHAT’S BLOOMING…
AT OUR HOUSE

Calanthe vestita var. regniere

Pot. James Clarkson 'Valley Isle' (Blc. Ponkan's
Southern Lady x Pot. Carolina Splendor)

Otaara Jane Fumiye ‘Hawaii’

QUIZ

So here is an instant replay of the November
question. Put on your thinking cap and bring
the correct answer to the January meeting:
How old is the oldest orchid, and how do we
know?

CORNER

We were all too busy partying hardy and
having a great time at the holiday festivities to
think about the Quiz Corner from November.
(And here you thought I was going to let you
off the hook!) Not a chance….

Lc. Red Empress ‘Wellborn’ X C.
Brabantiae ‘Cass Lake’

These sponsors support our Society activities with their donations
and assistance. When you are seeking orchids and/or supplies,
please be sure to check with them first. They will appreciate your
patronage!

