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UPCOMING EVENTS
NEXT MEETING:
Date:
February 10, 2011 (Second Thursday again as usual!!)
Time:
7:00pm
Location:
UF Agricultural Extension Center
615 Paul Russell Road, Tallahassee
Moderator:
Pam Stevens
Program:
Philip Kauth of UF, on Orchid Conservation
Other Activities:
Answer to the Quiz Corner

agreed to do the shopping, so members
had their choice of chocolate or vanilla
ice cream; chocolate, strawberry, or
butterscotch syrups, whipped cream,
nuts, and even a real cherry to go on top!
Most everyone had seconds, and clearly
enjoyed the treat.

What is black and white, red and gold,
frothy and sticky, and sweet and
shivery? Easy! It’s the ice cream
sundaes members made at the January
meeting of the Tallahassee Orchid
Society. It was an enjoyable change of
pace enthusiastically received by the
members. Charlie Plachy graciously

Unknown hybrid of Vanda Miss Joaquim

January 2011

Members received an even more
wonderful treat when Jo Ann Cleveland
explained that the orchids on the back
table were donated by Gunilla Trull to
the membership. Gunilla explained that
she is trying to simplify her life and
lighten her load, and so is giving up her
orchids for now. She asked that they be
free to a good home for our members.
Everyone went home with smiles and at
least one new orchid to add to their
collections. Thank you so much for your
generosity, Gunilla! We will certainly
miss you, but hope to see you at the
show in April and at the meetings when
you can make it. We wish you all the
best in whatever adventures life has in
store for you next!

Meeting moderator Pam Stevens
explained that the expected speaker had
a last-minute emergency and was unable
to attend. That being the case, Pam
seized the opportunity to do the initial
groundwork for the 2011 orchid show.
Members were enthusiastic about plans
for the show, and sheets were passed
around for members to sign up for
specific duties before, during, and after
the show. Pam will need the help of all
the club members to host another
successful show, so please be thinking
about how you would like to help.

Christy Gray generously volunteered to
once again design a poster for the show.
There was discussion about the need for
more and better publicity in advance of
the show. Pam suggested the possibility
of buying advertising space in the
newspaper, probably in the Limelight
section. Members agreed that it was a
good idea, and also expressed the hope
that someone would come forward to
spread the word on the local television
shows, radio, etc. That having been
said, if any of you members have an
interest in handling the publicity for
the show, please contact Pam Stevens
right away. You will not be expected to
do this job alone; others will assist in
coming up with ideas for where and how
you can spread the word.
Although this was an informal meeting,
we still managed to do the Quiz Corner
that was held over from November.
Special congratulations are in order for
Ann O’Hara, who had researched the
question and had the answer. Nice
going, Ann! You can see what she came
up with in the Quiz Corner later in the
newsletter, including a new question for
February. The Quiz Corner festivities
continued with the presentation of the
Quiz Corner Champion Award for 2010
to David Horton, who had the most
correct answers last year. He received

an impressive certificate and the envy of
all the other members…well, at least
they expressed their appreciation for his
orchid knowledge and congratulated him
on winning such an impressive (?)
award!

SPECIAL PROGRAM
NEWS
We have a very special program this
month. We have tried for more than a
year to arrange for this speaker, so
please make a special effort to be with
us!!!!!

Orchid Conservation and
Re-establishment in Florida

Even in the dead of winter, our members
brought lovely orchids to brighten our
meeting. The bloom table was anchored
by the spectacular Wilsonara brought by
Nancy Schildt. She said the blooms are
almost black when it first opens.

Philip Kauth, a research biologist at
the University of Florida, will give a
presentation about the conservation
effort to re-establish the native orchid
population in Florida. It will include a
glimpse into the research activities at
the Florida Panther National Wildlife
Refuge, within the heart of the Big
Cypress Basin in southwest Florida,
where the goal is to re-establish
historic populations of orchids into
their native habitats.

QUIZ
CORNER

There will be a speaker at the next
meeting, and plans will continue for the
show in April. It would be helpful to
have as many members there as possible
so that the help for the show can be lined
up. See you there!

January Question:
How old is the oldest orchid and how
do we know?
Answer:
Orchids are at least 80 million years
old, and we know because of the
pollen found on a bee preserved
in amber. Scientists believe this
may explain why orchids are so
diverse and also so widespread.
February Question:
In what location are orchids used
for their reputed mystical powers?

WHAT’S BLOOMING

Wilsonara Lisa Devos
‘HOF#10’ grown by
Nancy Schildt (Left)

Calanthe Vestita
V. regnieri grown
by Charlie Plachy
and Jo Ann
Cleveland (Left)
Laeliocattleya
Red Empress
‘Wellborn’ x
Brabantiai ‘Cass
Lake’ grown by
Charlie Plachy
(Below)

Oncidium Gold Dust from the
Nancy Schildt Collection
(Above)
Oncidium Twinkle Little Star
grown by Jo Ann Cleveland

These sponsors support our Society activities with their
donations and assistance. When you are seeking orchids
and/or supplies, please be sure to check with them first.
They will appreciate your patronage!

