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UPCOMING EVENTS
NEXT MEETING:
Date:
March 10, 2011 (Second Thursday again as usual!!)
Time:
7:00pm
Location:
UF Agricultural Extension Center
615 Paul Russell Road, Tallahassee
Moderator:
Pam Stevens
Program:
To Be Announced
Other Activities:
Answer to the Quiz Corner

It was a celebration of the diverse beauty
of our amazing state when the
Tallahassee Orchid Society held their
February meeting. The meeting was
hosted by Pam Stevens, and there was
brief business meeting. Dues are due,

and Pam reminded members to pay
them.
As a side note, it was really great to have
Glenn and Martha back with us this
month, after an absence of several
months. Martha has been under the
weather, but is back on her feet, if
carefully. It’s terrific to have you back,
you go girl! We were equally delighted
to welcome John O’Hara to our midst;
we’re always happy to see him out and
about. We had a special visitor from the
Thomasville Orchid Society, Ginger
Tendl, who came especially for our
program. Welcome all, we were so
happy to have you with us!

Vanda Princess Mikaza
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unusual. It would be impossible to pick
one as being better than any other, but
Becky Lyons’ Aerangis biloba definitely
smelled the best, with a strong, heavenly
perfume. Be sure to look through the
pictures in What’s Blooming.

Jo Ann Cleveland handled the Quiz
Corner once again, ably assisted by Ann
O’Hara who did such a great job on our
previous question.
Even our cham
David Horton couldn’t answer this one,
though, remarking that he was “entirely
in the dark.” You can check out the
question that stumped him and the
answer in the Quiz Corner, and pick up a
new question for next month. Don’t
forget, the title of Quiz Corner
Champion 2011 is up for grabs, and
David can tell you from personal
experience what an important and
impressive title it is. With that and $5,
he can get a cup of coffee almost
anywhere!

Following the Quiz Corner, Carlos
Fernandez and Glenn Sponholtz did a
masterful job of presenting our
spectacular bloom table. It seemed that
everyone brought orchids that were not
only beautiful, but often interesting and

Nancy Schildt, our hostess with the
mostest, once again treated us to a great
table of refreshments. She was assisted
by Ann O’Hara, who brought a beautiful
and delicious tray of fresh fruit (the
strawberries were as sweet and tasty as
they were beautiful!). Thank you both,
ladies, for a wonderful job!

Our break for refreshments and
socializing was a little longer than usual,
because so many of our members were
back with us after taking a bit of a winter
break. Like everyone else, Jeff Ard was
bemoaning his greenhouse heating bills,
but you can be sure his Vandas are

stunning as always. At least this winter
has so far not been as severe as the last
one, when our nights were well below
freeing night after night after night. It
goes without saying, though, that we’re
all looking forward to warm weather and
new growth on our orchids.

Our program for the month had been
much anticipated by our membership;
the officers had been trying to arrange it
for the past year. Philip Kauth, a
research biologist at the University of
Florida, was with us to present an
overview of their program for plant
restoration,
conservation,
and
propagation biotechnology in the Florida
Panther National Wildlife Refuge. An
engaging and knowledgeable speaker, he
held us in thrall with the pictures and
information in his excellent presentation.
We learned that their program is
primarily funded by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, and that the Florida
Panther National Wildlife Refuge is a
part of the Big Cypress Basin located in
southwest Florida, just north of Alligator
Alley. It is an ecologically diverse area,
including swamps, waterways, and
forests.

There are approximately 110 native
orchids in Florida, estimated to represent
some 75% of all the orchids native to the
United States. Contrary to the current
information available, one of these
orchids is truly aquatic. Habenaria
repens, commonly called the waterspider orchid, is a bog orchid which is
known to form dense mats on shallow
water. Of the 110 native species, 78 are
terrestrial species and 33 are epiphytic
species, and nearly 60% of them are
considered to be threatened or
endangered. This is the problem that the
UF program seeks to address.
Their approach consists of three parts.
The first is field studies of the existing
orchids in situ, which involves
identifying the location of native
orchids; studying the soil, water, and
other ecological elements of their
locations; and studies of their genetic
diversity from group to group, including
pollination methods.
These studies
make it possible to identify the optimum
growing conditions for various orchids.
Interestingly, they have so far been
unable to identify the pollinator for at
least one of the orchids they study,
possibly a moth or bee.
The second, and equally important part
of their work, is the propagation of the
native orchids they seek to re-establish.
The program biologists primarily use

seed propagation for reproducing native
orchids, incorporating considerations for
the genetic diversity of any species they
work with. As with other orchids, their
work must be done in a sterile laboratory
with special growth media, etc. They
continually experiment to identify the
best methods and materials to use to
produce the greatest number of viable
plants.
The third part of their work is the actual
re-introduction of the native orchids they
have propagated. This phase necessarily
requires the knowledge gained in the
first phase to identify the optimum
locations and conditions for each type of
orchid, and the ongoing study of their
success or failure with these reintroduction efforts.

This will not be our only opportunity to
learn about this important program. Dr.
Tim Johnson will be with us in June for

From the Oval Greenhouse…
The oval greenhouse is feeling a bit
forlorn these days, since no one has
come forward to claim the office of
President of our Society. This is your
opportunity to leave your imprint on the
Society, and put some of your ideas into
action. This Society will only be as
good as all of us make it, so please
consider what contribution you can
make. If you have an interest in serving,
please let us know; you will have
tremendous support from all of us, and
our undying gratitude to go with it!

QUIZ
CORNER

With the knowledge gained from their
studies, the scientists involved in this
program hope to gain a greater
understanding
of
the
dynamic
relationship between orchids and their
habitats, and to implement management
practices that promote the sustainability
of our native orchids. One of their most
important goals is the raising of public
awareness of the unique orchid flora of
Florida, and the protection of
irreplaceable native orchid habitat
throughout the state. The native orchids
of Florida are a priceless state treasure,
and it reassuring to know that steps are
being taken to preserve this wonderful
asset.

a further presentation on this program.
We are certainly looking forward to
learning more about it!

February Question:
In what location are orchids used
for their reputed mystical powers?

Answer:
In Hawaii, where dinner plates are
often garnished with fresh small orchid
blossoms. Diners are encouraged to
eat the blossoms, as it is believed that
doing so will ensure a return to the
islands.
March Question:
What reproductive part of the orchid is
unique in the plant kingdom?

treated promptly and effectively. If only
a relatively small part of the plant has
been affected, the leaf or stem can
simply be removed. If there is more
damage, however, and a relatively large
part of the plant is involved, the rotted
areas should be removed using sterile
tools and the plant should be sprayed
with a product such as Junction or
Physan. I have found Physan to be very
effective in controlling rot and fungus on
my orchids.

Laeliocattleya Tropical Chip ‘Fuji’

The Tip of the Lip
Many of us have or will have at least
some cold damage to our orchids.
Although February has granted us some
glorious weather, January was a very
cold month.
Depending on your
growing conditions, cold or frost damage
on your orchids will take some time to
appear, from several days to as much as
several weeks. Cold damage on orchids
will often be found as a whitening of the
foliage and stems. If you’re lucky, the
affected tissue will simply wither, dry,
and fall away harmlessly, leaving
unsightly damaged areas without major
harm to the plant itself. Unfortunately,
though, the damage will often result in
softening brown areas, and that’s a sign
of real trouble.
Softened areas, with or without the
oozing of brown fluid, is an indication of
bacterial infection. This bacterial rot can
spread and damage the entire plant if not

Note the brown tip and necrotic brown spots on
this frost-damaged leaf.

We winterized our shade house last fall,
but have watched anxiously to be sure
the orchids were warm enough. This is
what we’ve learned so far: The cattleyas
are a really tough bunch; not much
bothers these guys.
They’ve come
through the winter beautifully, and we
anticipate some great blooms the rest of
the year. The vandas have also done
well, shedding a few leaves, but
otherwise healthy and setting some buds.
We purposely left the phals in the cool
shade house initially, as they require a
period of cool weather to spike. Every
single plant has spiked, and they are just
beginning to bloom. The one surprise
was the oncidiums and miltassias; they
are very sensitive to cold, apparently,
and we have had considerable leaf loss,
so brought them in.

WHAT’S BLOOMING
Cymbidium NOID grown by
David Horton and John
McKinnon

Degamorara Winter Wonderland (above)
grown by Becky Lyons
Phalaenopsis Green Star (left) grown by Ann
O’Hara

Cattleys peckaviensis grown by Mike Clark
(below)

Doritenopsis KV Charmer ‘5705’
(top), and Phalaenopsis Sogo Kitty
grown by Steve and Joyce Defibaugh

Phalaenopsis Baldan’s
Kaleidoscope ‘Golden
Treasure’ (Peloric), and
Brassavola Yellow Bird
(below right), from the
Don Perusse collection,
grown by Jo Ann
Cleveland and Charlie
Plachy

Trichocentrum tigrinum (right)
grown by Steve and Kathy
Wilson

Dendrobium Andree
Millar (right), and
Aeranges biloba
(below) grown by
Becky Lyons

Ludisia discolor
(above) grown by
Nancy Schildt

Paphiopedalum Hsinying
Macasar x Paphiopedalum
Urbanium (below) grown
by Steve and Joyce
Defibaugh

These sponsors support our Society activities with their
donations and assistance. When you are seeking orchids
and/or supplies, please be sure to check with them first.
They will appreciate your patronage!

