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UPCOMING EVENTS
NEXT MEETING:
Date:
July 14, 2011 (Second Thursday again as usual!!)
Time:
7:00pm
Location:
UF Agricultural Extension Center
615 Paul Russell Road, Tallahassee
Special Program:
Tim Johnson "The Rise of Orchids"
Other Activities:
Answer to the Quiz Corner

twisted David’s arm to present the
bloom table.

This is a combined issue for the months
of May and June, there having been no
formal program for the month of May.
May did bring about a nice turnout of
members, and some beautiful orchids in
bloom. It was great to have David and
Robbie McCoy back with us; we even

Becky Lyons provided her usual
spectacular spread of refreshments,
featuring orchid plates and napkins, and
including lime fluff with fresh
strawberries. Yum! (Recipe is available
upon request from the editor.) Members
enjoyed the opportunity to catch up on

Laeliocattleya Aqui Finn ‘Kaleidoscope’

May/June 2011

each other’s activities and to share tips
on orchid care. Problem orchids were
also discussed and possible solutions
suggested.
Everyone enjoyed the
fellowship and helpful information,
coming away refreshed in spite of the
terrible heat.

June brought no respite from the
crushing heat, but it did bring wonderful
news with the appearance of Michael
Wright and the announcement that he
and Harriet are moving back to
Tallahassee! Michael having secured
employment at ACS, he and Harriet are
looking forward to get settled here and
becoming active once more in our
Society. Welcome, welcome, welcome!!
They bring a wealth of knowledge and
experience, both in judging and in all
aspects of orchid culture. To top it off,
they are super nice people who are fun to
be with, and whose enthusiasm is
infectious. (Especially when Michael
isn’t trying to commit suicide through
the loss of fingers and toes!)

Conopseum Magnoliae grown by Carlos
Fernandez

Not missing a beat, Michael jumped
right in and was a great resource for the
June meeting, sharing his knowledge and
experience with Society organization,
by-laws, and orchid shows. The past
and present officers had set an agenda
for this meeting for members to discuss
and decide upon the future course of our
Society. Jo Ann Cleveland chaired the
meeting, and she opened by reading a
number of emails received from
members who were unable to be present.
There was a widespread consensus from
both the emails and the members present
that they wanted the Society and the
orchid show to continue.

The floor was opened to discussion, and
a lively exchange of ideas and opinions
followed. The suggestion had been put
forward that we consider a change in
meetings, including meeting September
through May, every other month, or only

January through May to stage the orchid
show. The members present voted to
continue to meet twelve months a year.
In answer to a question about our
meeting place, it was explained again
that the executive board left no stone
unturned last year in seeking an
alternative meeting site, particularly one
that would be more centrally located. It
turned out that there is absolutely
nothing available free of charge, and that
we are extremely fortunate to have been
grandfathered in at our current location.
We switched our meetings to the second
Thursday of the month more than a year
ago, and our meeting date has been
changed only once since then, due to a
conflict with a very important meeting.

orchid biology in July.
Jo Ann
Cleveland volunteered for August, to
present the program on Lady’s Slipper
orchids which she is currently
developing.

Paphiopedalum St. Swithin grown by Jo Ann
Cleveland and Charlie Plachy

In answer to a question, Pam Stevens
reported that we made about $1,500 on
our show, and now have several
thousand dollars in our treasury. Pam
strongly encouraged the members to
think about ideas for fund raising, as
most speakers charge several hundred
dollars to present a program. There was
general agreement among those present
that we need to have more programs, and
after considerable discussion, the
members reached a consensus that we
should try to have an outside speaker
every other month. Tim Johnson, from
the University of Florida, is already
scheduled to present a program on

Michael Wright was again an excellent
source of information on possible fund
raising activities. Among the ideas
brought up and discussed were a
repotting clinic to be held at one of the
local nurseries, perhaps on a quarterly
basis; raffles and auctions of orchids if
we can secure some donations from our
sponsors; and an increase in dues.
Regarding the latter, information was not
available as to how many members we
have who are current on their dues; Pam
will have that information for us at the
next meeting. Donations, of course,
would be gratefully accepted, either
plants, supplies, or cash. No final
decisions were made, but it is anticipated
that plans will be made in the near future
on fund raising activities.
The need for new members was an
equally hot topic at this meeting. It was

pointed out that our current membership
is aging, and many of us are no longer
able to do the heavy lifting, bending, and
carrying that is necessary when we stage
our show. An expanded membership
making for more helpers would lighten
the load on everyone; a small handful of
members have done all the work the last
couple of years to make the show
happen, and several of them have said
that they are just not able to do so much
anymore. The discussion that followed
led to two results.
First, Webmaster Carlos Fernandez, who
played a very active role in the evening’s
discussions, volunteered to develop a
mailing list from the cards filled out by
those who attended our show, since so
many of them said that they grow
orchids and obviously have an interest in
orchids.
Carlos is doing some
impressive work to update and improve
our website, and he is in the process of
creating an online membership form for
prospective members to fill out. For the
mailing list, he plans to create a single
sheet, 3-fold insert about the Society and
include a membership form. In response
to enthusiastic suggestions that he accept
the office of President of the Society, he
politely replied that he would give it
some serious thought.
The members also agreed that we need
to consider having a membership
reception in a member’s home, for a
more relaxed setting and a more central
location. Discussion ensued concerning
the need for better publicity about the
Society and our activities. Glenn and
Martha
Sponholtz
graciously
volunteered to serve as publicity
chairmen, making sure that our meetings
are announced in the paper, and coming
up with other ideas to publicize our

Society. Members are urged to contact
them at gmglenmar@yahoo.com if you
have ideas or approaches for publicizing
our organization.
Pam Stevens agreed to continue to serve
as treasurer, and Jo Ann Cleveland
agreed to continue to serve as secretary
and newsletter editor.
The Society
continues to have a vacancy in the office
of president.

Ruth and Jim Miller once again provided
a beautiful spread for the evening’s
refreshments.
The multi-layered
brownies left lingering sweet memories
on everyone’s mind, and the fresh fruit
was most refreshing in such hot weather.
A brief recap of the meeting results:
Meetings
 Members expressed a strong
wish that the Society continue.
 Members voted to continue
meeting twelve months a year.
 Members agreed that we should
try to have a speaker every other
month.
Membership
 Members agreed that we need to
actively seek new members, and
that we should plan on a new





Fund Raising
 Members agreed that we need to
do some fund raising to pay for
our speakers and other activities.
 A potting clinic, possibly
quarterly, at one of the local
nurseries was suggested and is
under consideration.
 Raffle(s) or plant and supply
auctions
are
also
under
consideration.

QUIZ
CORNER



member event for fall after the
weather cools off
Carlos Fernandez volunteered to
develop a mailing list from the
attendance cards at the show, and
to come up with a packet to mail
out.
Glenn and Martha Sponholtz
volunteered to serve as publicity
chairmen, and will be publicizing
our meetings and other events.
Pam Stevens will bring in a
current list of everyone whose
dues are up to date.

March Question:
What part of the orchid is unique
in the plant kingdom?
Answer:
The column, which contains both the
anther and stigma, and is often used as
the final identifying characteristic in
determining that a plant is an orchid.
June Question:
What is the only grasshopper species
that pollinates a flower, and what does
it pollinate?

Encyclia tampensis var.
alba grown by Mike
Clark

WHAT’S BLOOMING
Grammangis stepeliiflorum
grown by Jo Ann
Cleveland and Charlie
Plachy
(Left)

Encyclia Nursery Rhyme X
Encyclia Rufa grown by
Jo Ann Cleveland and
Charlie Plachy
(Right)

Psychopsis
mariposa v.
alba grown by
Jimmy Dean
Martin
(Right)

Wilsonara grown by Ann O’Hara
(Above)

Brassavola cucullata grown by Mike Clark
(Left)

These sponsors support our Society activities with their
donations and assistance. When you are seeking orchids
and/or supplies, please be sure to check with them first.
They will appreciate your patronage!

